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Churches and

Faith groups
Introduction

Northamptonshire Community Foundation is delighted to have funded many Churches and Faith groups in Northamptonshire.
We are passionate about improving the areas in which we all live, work and play; therefore we want to invest even more to make this happen.

Our Chief Executive Victoria Miles said: 

‘Northamptonshire Community Foundation recognises the importance of the role that churches and faith groups play in family and community life and would love to double it’s investment over the next 5 years to this cornerstone of local community action.”
Faith group testimony

                           
“Northamptonshire Community Foundation helpfully answered questions, helped us think about our real focus and supported us all the way.”
Revd David Wiseman, Faithworks Northampton
“We found the whole funding pathway fairly simple, easy to rectify if mistakes were made and overall a very painless process.!”
Mark Lees, East Northamptonshire Faith Group
Faith Groups guide to applying to the Foundation

Introduction to Northamptonshire Community Foundation

Northamptonshire Community Foundation is an independent grant giving organisation that aims to improve the quality of life for people in our County by awarding grants to grassroots groups. All of our grants are funded by direct donations to Northamptonshire Community Foundation or by the interest generated and any capital growth from our endowment funds. Individuals, families, companies, statutory agencies and other trusts set up these funds, which support a wide variety of causes and we match applications to grant programmes.

Our Commitment 

We are committed to making our criteria understandable and accessible whilst supporting applicants to make the best application possible. We will ensure we are being transparent about our processes and, where possible, engaging local people and the fund holders in making the final decision. We will strive to make grants that are relevant to local need and have a direct impact on the community and supporting projects that help people to help themselves. We will ensure that all applications are treated fairly and undergo an assessment process. We will make sure that all grants given are measurable and that successful applicants are aware of our expectations and also supporting applicants in line with the donor’s expectations and criteria. We aim to assess all completed applications within 12 weeks.
The role of Faith Groups and Churches in community life

Northamptonshire Community Foundation recognises the importance of the role that churches and faith groups play in local community action and family and community life.
“With well in excess of 25,500 faith-based charities operating in England and Wales, faith-based charities form a significant part of the charitable sector.  The beneficiaries of these charities can be counted in their millions, so it is clear that what they say and do has a real impact on society as a whole. “

Charity Commission 2007

We hope that you will find this guide useful in applying for funds to Northamptonshire Community Foundation.

Are all Churches and faith groups eligible to apply for funds?

All Churches and faith groups are eligible to apply to the Foundation funds providing the activity itself does not aim to promote religious belief.  With that proviso in mind the same criteria applies to all groups which includes the following:
· You must have a set of written rules or constitution that your group adheres to. We can help advise you on how to do this especially if you are a new group. Your group must be independently constituted – you can be affiliated to a national organisation but retain constitutional and financial independence.

· Your group must be a small, locally managed, voluntary, community or self-help group.
· You must have people volunteering to help with your activity, who are not part of your management committee.

· You must take care to ensure that young people or vulnerable people taking part in your activity do not come to any harm whilst in your care. To this end, you must have written procedures for keeping young people and/or vulnerable people safe otherwise known as a Child Protection or Vulnerable people’s policy. This will be needed as a condition of funding. If you do not have such a policy, we can help you develop a policy through a low-cost training event, advice and guidance.
· You must have an Equality/Equity and Diversity policy
The foundation has funded a range of churches and faith groups including church heritage groups, interfaith forums and youth projects. We also have faith representation amongst our volunteer grants advisors who sit on our community grants panel and help our Trustees make decisions.
Special note on parochial church councils
Since the Charities Act 2006 the Charity Commission now require Parochial Church Councils with an annual turnover of £100,000 or more to register as a separate charity and to stand in it’s own right as an autonomous body. Therefore PCC’s which have registered as a separate charity are eligible to apply and will need to submit their governing documents.
If you are not registered as a separate charity we can work with you to set up a group to enable you to still apply for funding for local community activity and projects. 

Our grants team are committed to supporting all groups across Northamptonshire in achieving their good work and so please do contact us to chat through your ideas and we can advise you appropriately on what you need to do to apply to our funds.

Here are some examples of Church and faith group activity we have recently funded:
Case Study
New Pastures Church Community and Youth Work
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Here is a picture of the Leaders taking a short break from leading numerous 
fun activities with over 200 children.
About the Group
Set up in 2001 the key aims of the group are to:
· To provide youth activities, befriending, visiting and organising activities for sick and elderly, running school holiday club, running puppet shows in schools in the Kingsthorpe and surrounding area
Project and Achievements

The group hired Whitehills school hall in Kingsthorpe for a week during school holidays to offer craft activities, games and refreshments for 200 young people supported by 35 volunteers.  The young people has the opportunity to have fun and use up lots of energy over 5 full days, freeing up working parents in this deprived area.  There are no other such projects in Kingsthorpe and a lack of structured youth activities and facilities.  This type of activity reduces anti-social behaviour in the area and also provides parents on a low-income activities for their children where finances do not permit the opportunity for holidays.

Foundation Support


3 Grants totalling £9492 in the last 3 years; support provided during the application process and 2 project activity visits.
User Feedback

“Many thanks to Northamptonshire Community Foundation for making Showstoppers 2009 Holiday Club at Whitehills Primary Scholl a great success.”

James O’Rourke, Project leader

Case Study
Indian Hindu Welfare Organisation
[image: image2.jpg]



Diwali Festival of lights 2009 proceeds towards 
All Saints Church

About the Group
Set up in 1996 the key aims of the group are to: 
· To promote the advancement of Hinduism and Indian culture within the Hindu Community and wider community in Northamptonshire by representing and reflecting various diverse Hindu cultures and traditions.  

Project and Achievements


Diwali is the most celebrated Hindu festival in the world. Northampton has celebrated this occasion for over past 8 years in the town centre and this year it was the 9th annual Diwali Light celebrations. This event is open to all and to the wider community for all to enjoy and join in with the festivities. A range of cultural activities and workshops took place that were open to the general public to teach them about the traditions and heritage of Hinduism and the festival nurturing wider understanding and mutual respect.
Foundation Support

5 grant totalling £17,910 over 6 years support provided during the application process and 4 project activity visits.

User Feedback


“All of the workshops in particular the lantern workshops gave all of the particpants, in particular young people the confidence in themselves to psrticipate and lead to development of their creative skills.”
Neelam Aggarwal


