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Friends Groups
Introduction

Northamptonshire Community Foundation is delighted to have funded many friend projects in Northamptonshire. 
We are passionate about improving the areas in which we all live, work and play; therefore we want to invest even more to make this happen.

Northamptonshire Community Foundation recognises the importance of the role that friend groups play in family and community life and we are proud to have consistently supported good friends throughout the Foundation’s history.
Friends group testimony

                           
“Northamptonshire Community Foundation are always at the end of a phone when help is needed and all the staff are very helpful.”
Graham Walker, Friends of Delpare Abbey
Friends Groups guide to applying to the Foundation

Introduction to Northamptonshire Community Foundation

Northamptonshire Community Foundation is an independent grant giving organisation that aims to improve the quality of life for people in our County by awarding grants to grassroots groups. All of our grants are funded by direct donations to Northamptonshire Community Foundation or by the interest generated and any capital growth from our endowment funds. Individuals, families, companies, statutory agencies and other trusts set up these funds, which support a wide variety of causes and we match applications to grant programmes.
Our Commitment 

We are committed to making our criteria understandable and accessible whilst supporting applicants to make the best application possible. We will ensure we are being transparent about our processes and, where possible, engaging local people and the fund holders in making the final decision. We will strive to make grants that are relevant to local need and have a direct impact on the community and supporting projects that help people to help themselves. We will ensure that all applications are treated fairly and undergo an assessment process. We will make sure that all grants given are measurable and that successful applicants are aware of our expectations and also supporting applicants in line with the donor’s expectations and criteria. We aim to assess all completed applications within 12 weeks.
The role of Friends groups in community life

Northamptonshire Community Foundation recognises the importance of the role that friends groups play in local community action and family and community life.
We hope that you will find this guide useful in applying for funds to Northamptonshire Community Foundation.
Are all friends groups eligible to apply for funds?

All friends groups are eligible to apply to the Foundation funds providing the group is independently constituted from a statutory service e.g. a hospital, school or country park.  With that proviso in mind the same criteria applies to all groups which includes the following:
· You must have a set of written rules or constitution that your group adheres to. We can help advise you on how to do this especially if you are a new group. Your group must be independently constituted – you can be affiliated to a national organisation but retain constitutional and financial independence.

· Your group must be a small, locally managed, voluntary, community or self-help group.

· You must have people volunteering to help with your activity, who are not part of your management committee.

· You must take care to ensure that young people or vulnerable people taking part in your activity do not come to any harm whilst in your care. To this end, you must have written procedures for keeping young people and/or vulnerable people safe otherwise known as a Child Protection or Vulnerable people’s policy. This will be needed as a condition of funding. If you do not have such a policy, we can help you develop a policy through a low-cost training event, advice and guidance.
· You must have an Equality/Equity and Diversity policy.
Case Study
Friends of Castle Primary School
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About the Group
Set up in 2006 the key aims of the group are to:
- To involve parents/carers in the life of the school and their children’s education

- To promote links between the school and the local community

- To arrange events and activities for all those connected with Castle throughout the school year.

Project and Achievements


The group has held an ‘Arts week’ at the school involving 325 children with 10 sessions focusing on a range of art disciplines and providing holiday activities.
The group also received a grant to fit a ‘Qube’, a small eco building, in the grounds of the school to be used for parent meetings, after school activities and the general community.

More recently the group ha also held a carnival week which involved school children and the wider community bringing together parents and building a community spirit, relations and social networks.

Foundation Support


3 Grants totalling £19,785 in the last 5 years; support provided during the application process and 2 project activity visits.
User Feedback

“Castle Friends have excellent links with the local community. All the activities currently organised by the friends are well attended by a wide variety of groups”.
Karen Sandall, Chairperson


Case Study
Kettering General Hospital pocket park group
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About the Group
Set up in 1993 the key aims of the group are to: 
· To manage the pocket park at Kettering General Hospital, including routine maintenance work and development of projects to enhance the environment for wildlife and the people who use the park
Project and Achievements


To renew paths and improve the environment for wildlife by planting 60 metres of new hedging at the pocket park in the hospital grounds which is a "breath of fresh air" for patients, visitors and staff.  There is open access to the public and local residents also enjoy the facilities, especially dog-walkers.  
Foundation Support

1 grant totalling £2,900 over 3 years and support provided during the application process.
User Feedback


“The clarity and speed of response by the Foundation was enormously important.”
Dr Rosamund Cox, Chairperson

