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Harry’s Fund

Guidance for applicants

We welcome you to our Guidance on applying for a grant. The following information is intended to give you a step-by-step approach to help you make the best of your application. 

Please let us know if you need assistance in completing an application, for example if English is not your first language. 

We strongly recommend the Foundation’s grants team look at your application form before you submit the final version.

Please also let us know if you have problems accessing a computer or using one and we will direct you to a support agency to help you do this.

It is important that you read all the Guidance, especially in regards to the amount you are applying for. Applications will be assessed throughout the year and successful applicants will be awarded £100. Bursaries of up to £250 will be considered where the request can demonstrate that it will make a profound difference to the individual’s wellbeing.
What is Harry’s Fund?

Harry’s Fund is a bursary scheme to make individual awards to young people with neurodiverse conditions such as Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or ADHD to support their education and/or health and wellbeing.
Introduction

Northamptonshire Community Foundation is an independent grant-giving organisation that aims to improve the quality of life for people in our County by awarding grants to grassroots groups. All our grants are funded by direct donations to Northamptonshire Community Foundation or by the interest generated and any capital growth from our endowment funds. Individuals, families, companies, statutory agencies and other trusts set up these funds, which support a wide variety of causes and we match applications to grant programmes.

Are you eligible to apply?

Please read the following criteria to see if you’re eligible to apply.

· Applicants must be between the ages of 11 to 21 at the time of application 

· Applicants must reside within Northamptonshire

· Applicants must have a confirmed diagnosis of a neurodiverse condition such as Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), ADHD or a related condition or be going through the referral process for a diagnosis. This needs to be evidenced with either a diagnosis letter or confirmation from the School SENCO or SEND department that the young person is being supported by them
· The independent referee cannot be a personal friend or family member but must be a professional who is aware of your circumstances e.g. a local charity, a counsellor, or a professional from a education setting 


Exclusions:
The fund will not support the following:
· A contribution to an individual’s tuition fees for Higher Education
How to apply

We recommend that you plan your application well in advance. It can be sent to us at any time. You only need to make one application. Please read these guidelines carefully, complete the application form and send it to us with the items listed at the end of the application form. If you have a bank account, please provide a recent copy of your bank statement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement please contact us. You may receive a phone call or email from a member of our staff requesting further information. You will normally receive a decision within six weeks.

Our Commitment 

We are committed to making our criteria understandable and accessible whilst supporting applicants to make the best application possible. We will ensure we are being transparent about our processes and, where possible, engaging local people and the fund holders in making the final decision. We will strive to make grants that are relevant to local need and have a direct impact on the community and supporting projects that help people to help themselves. We will ensure that all applications are treated fairly and undergo an assessment process. We will make sure that all grants given are measurable and that successful applicants are aware of our expectations and also supporting applicants in line with the donor’s expectations and criteria. We aim to assess all completed applications quickly and make them available for the next panel date.
Step 1: All about Harry’s Fund
The grant can include the following:

· Essential equipment:
· Laptop - please note that if applying for a bursary to purchase a laptop, consider why the laptop is needed and how it will be used. Then pick a sensibly priced laptop for that purpose
· Uniform for vocational courses/apprenticeships 

· Tools and kit for vocational courses/apprenticeships
· Travel costs

· Textbooks/Recommended reading
· Wellbeing and self-care – e.g. gym memberships, new clothes, bicycles, weighted blankets, sensory items

· Support for hobbies and leisure  
· Other essential costs

Size of Grant:

Successful applicants will be awarded £100. Larger amounts of up to £250 will be considered where the request can demonstrate that it will make a profound difference to the individual’s wellbeing.
Can I apply more than once?
At the current time the Harry’s Fund will award an individual as a ‘one off’.
How do I apply?

The Community Foundation will accept applications throughout the year. 
Advice on filling in the application form:

· Ensure each question is answered fully.

· If you are assisting someone to complete this application, please ensure that the applicant has attempted sections of the application themselves as this allows their voice to be heard.

· Remember to let us know how this bursary will help you progress on your chosen educational or vocational path or support your health and wellbeing.

· Ensure the budget section is completed and that for equipment over £100 you have attached quotes or links to the items you would like to purchase.

· If you have a bank account, please provide a copy of your recent bank statement along with your application.

· Ensure that Section Six: Independent Referee has been completed fully and with as much detail as possible.

Step 2: Guide to applying

Contact Northamptonshire Community Foundation to discuss your application on 

01604 230033 and request an application form by email at enquiries@ncf.uk.com  


On receipt of application, if you have an questions about the fund or application process, please contact us so that we can support you in writing your application. 


You will need to send an application by email to enquiries@ncf.uk.com with any supporting documents and a copy of a recent bank statement. The application will be assessed by a member of the Grants Team who may contact you to ask for further information and request any missing information. We will let you know if your application has been successful or not by email.



If successful, applicant will be sent a bursary agreement to sign and send back.

A payment into the individual’s Bank Account is made and once the award has been spent, the recipient may be asked to provide feedback.
Step 3: When to Apply
Applications are considered throughout the year.

Step 4: How long is Funding for?

Grant monies should be spent within six months of receipt.
18 Albion Place,
Northampton
NN1 1UD
Telephone 01604 230033

Tel: 01604 230033

Email: alex@ncf.uk.com  

Website: www.ncf.uk.com 

[image: image2.png]i.f
by& MEMBER

QUALITY ACCREDITED BY UK COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS




